


ILI.Edating an 0ld or Tired Garden: Bring Your Outdoor Space Back to
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Has your garden lost its spark?

Lardens change over time. Plants grow larger than expected, patios become

weathered, fences fade, and once-loved features can start to feel tired and

outdated. What was once a welcoming outdoor space can gradually become

somewhere you avoid rather than enjoy.

The good news is that you don't always need to start from scratch.

Many older gardens have fantastic foundations. With the right design ideas, you

can breathe new life into your existing space, making it feel fresh, modern and

much more enjoyable without necessarily replacing everything.

Whether your garden has been neglected for years or simply feels like it's

stuck in another decade, a thoughtful redesign can completely transform how it

looks and how you use it.

Here's how to give your garden a new lease of life.




|. Start by Looking at the Bigger Picture

[ ng;dgn Tn-No List

ith-fresh BYES

[ Photograph areas that feel tired

Ol

st the spaces you use most often,

I

dentify features that no longer work.

I

Write down three things you'd like to improve.

[ Five Dn's

. Look at the garden as a whole

. Focus on hnw you use the space today

. Think about your long-term ||f|=thlp

L] Hpn’rlfy nppnrhlnlhpq rather ’rhnn pr'nhh:mq
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Prioritise_the higgnq’r imprnvnmpn’rq first

[ Five Don'ts
. Dot rushinto repfacing everything.
. Don't focus unly on individual features.
. Don't ignore awkward or unused spaces.
. Don't let sentimental items prevent improvement.
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Don't underestimate the value of g[l[lﬂ |J|E|I'II'III'Ig




2. Decide What Can Stay

I GardenTo-DoList

A-ared
1 |dentify sectinns that could become planting or seating

ketch a sjmpler lawn shape

esearch low-maintenance alternatives.

ecide which areas really need grass.

|] Five Do's

Reuse quality materials.

Preserve mature planting where possible

. Reduce unnecessary waste

. Blend pld and new features

. Keep the garden's character. R —~
S gD
7 X7
D

L

T

@

i

1]

m |

S i Y T
%]

L




3. Refresh the Layout

arden To-Da List

Ll dketch your existing layout.

U Highlight unused areas.

Ll Measure patios and pathways.

[] ldentity circulation problems.

U Plan one improvement to the layout.

[I Five Dn's

Design around your lifestyle

ImnrnVP movement ’rhr'nunh the garden

[ reate purposeful spaces

Ralance hard and soft landscaping

Think about future use
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on't keep a poor layout out of habit

Don't waste valuahle Space

Don't create awkward routes

Don't oversize lawns
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Don't ignore accessibility
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4. Replace Tired Planting

[arden To-Do List

U ldentity naturally wet borders.

Ll Kesearch moisture-loving plants.

Ll broup plants with similar needs.

Ll keplace strugaling plants.

Ll Add seasonal interest with suitable Species.
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Plant for all four seasans.

L

Refresh gradually.

Don't replace everything at once.

Don't overcrowd borders.

Uon'tignore mature plant size.

Jon T rely on SUmmer flIowers alone.

Don't forget winter inferest.




2. Update Your Paving

Ul Lheck mature plant sizes.

[l Remove overcrowded plants.

U Divide oversized perennials.

L Simplity planting combinations.

| Create clearer planting groups.

rive Uo's

KEEp paving sare.

LNhoose durable materials.

Match paving to the garden style.
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Maintain clean surtaces.

Impraove first impressions.

Five Don'ts

Don'tignore trip hazards.

Don't mix too many paving styles.

Uon't overlook drainage.

Uon t choose materials purely on price.
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Uon't rarget long-term maintenance.
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B. Modernise Fences and Boundaries

| barden lo-Uo List

| [nspect fences for damage.

| Repaint weathered timber,

| Add climbing plants.

| [ntroduce decorative screening.

mprove boundary planting.

Five Da's

Refresh fired boundaries.

USE darker TEHEE‘. colours.
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Soften hard fines.
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rrame your garden beautitully.

L Five Don'ts

D_uu_Lulam_laLFE frees over patios.
ont ignore blocked gutters

Don't allow leaves to become slippery

Don't remove every fallen leaf from wildlife areas

Dan't overlook long-term maintenance




7. Add Layers and Texture
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adraen ro-uo LIst

tdentify suitabte drainage routes:
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I(ESE‘.EFEH drainage opuans.
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fHEnsure water-drains SEITEIy
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ive Do's

MIX TEXTUTES.

Build visual depth.

Use different heights.

Repeat key planting.
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Lreate year-round Interest.
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8. Create Somewhere You'll Actually Spend Time

[ Rarden To-Do List
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Five Da's

Design around your lifestyle.

Lreate comrortable seating.

ake spaces inviting

[hink about views
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| [ Five Don'ts
s [on'tmake seating an-afterthought——————————————
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9. Introduce Better Lighting

harden To-Da List
Hightight key features.

Add pathway Tighting.
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|||UI'I'III'I|':'|tE Seating areas.

U |IT||JFIIIVE salety EIFIIILII'I[] SLeps.

O Test fighting arter dark.

Five Do's

tJse warm lighting.
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Highlight specimen plants.

Improve safety.

Extend evening enjoyment.
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Five Don'ts

n't over-light the ga

den.
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ont
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|0. Declutter and Simplify

Garden To-Do List
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s Kpep only what adds value. S
. reate npen Space
. Maintain tidy storage.
= almplity the design.
. Let key reatures stand out.
U Five Don'ts
. Jon't il every corner.
. Jon't keep damaged Items.
. Jon't clutter patios.
. Jon t pverdecorate.
. Jon't let storage dominate the garden.




II. Add a Contemporary Focal Point
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[ Garden To-Datist

[ Choose one feature to become the focal paint.

KEITII]VE COMPEting Ornaments.

|"I]SI'[II]H [Ne Teature EEIFETLIlly
|'PEIIT1E It WIH'I plantlng ) A
Ensure it's visible from the house. N
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Aeep the design simple. T

Lreate one memorable Teature.

Uraw tne eye naturally.

palance surrounding planting.
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bive the reature space.

I_I Five Uon'ts

Jon't compete with multiple tocal points.

on't overcrowd the view.

Uon't nide important teatures.

D[II'I”[ OVEr-acCessorise.

ont choose teatures out of scale,




2. Think About the Future

IJEIF[]EI'I To-Dotist

I(EVIEW your Entire garuen IEIY[IUI
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Simplify complicated areas.
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O Create a realistic maintenance routine.

L Five Uo's

Uesign for [ongevity.

[hink sustainably.

Lhoose timeless materials,
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e Allow plants room to mature.
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an ahead.
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on t design only for this summer.
ore future maintenance.

Don't follow short-lived trends,

Don't overcrowd new planting.

Don't forget your future needs.
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{our Garden Action Plan

Refore making any changes, work through this checklis

—‘}Bmdﬁ'whtrh-l‘ea'ttrrmmu thkeeping:

entify spaces that nofongersuit your fifestyte:

m
[I'1a
[ Measure patios, paths and borders.
1" Set a realistic budget.
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| Nerresh the garden layout.

|pdate planting.

Modernise paving and boundaries T 1—\
i |mprove |m11’rmn /)
1 |ntroduce one-strong focal paint. i N\ \

mplementation

Ueclutter before starting work

Imnr'nw I'II'IF area at a time

n older garden doesn't need to be completely reinvented to feel exciting again. By refreshing the layout, reusing quality

{eatures, introducing modern planting and simplifying the design, you can create an outdoor space that feels contemporary

hile retaining its original character. At Tria Prima Design, we specialise in revealing the hidden patential of existing gardens,




