


Too Much Maintenance? Here's How to Create an Easier Garden

Unes your garden feel like hard work?

A'garden should be somewhere you can relax, not somewnere that takes up

every weekend. If you're constantly mowing the lawn, pulling weeds, cutting

back overgrown plants or clearing leaves, it's easy to start teeling like your

garden is working against you.

Ihe good news is that it doesn't have to be that way.

Most high-maintenance gardens aren't high maintenance because of the own-

er—they're high maintenance because they weren't designed with the future

in mind. With a few clever changes, you can create a garden that's just as

beautiful but far easier to look after.

Whether you're planning a complete garden makeover or simply want to cut

down on the jobs, these ideas will help you spend less time maintaining your

garden and more time enjaying it.
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. Understand Why Your Garden Needs So Much Maintenance

Garden To-Do List

[ Walk around your garden and identify the areas that require the most

WOrk.

[T List the gardening jobs you do every week.

U Righlight areas that cause frustration.

U ldentity plants that need rrequent pruning.

0 Decide which maintenance tasks you'd fike To reduce.

[ Five Do's

Assess your garden hanestly.

Prioritise the biggest maintenance issues.

Design around your lifestyle.

a
[ ]
. Think about long-term solutions.
a
a

Plan improvements before buying new plants.

[ Five Don'ts

I =  Don'tblame yourself for a demanding garden.

Don't tackle every problem at once

Don't keep plants that constantly struggle

Don't ignore recurring iSsues

1 .
Don't assume more maintenance means a better garden




2.

Cut Down on Lawn

Sarden To-Do List

Measure your lawn area.

dentify sections that could become planting or seating.

]

SKEtCh a simpler lawn shape.

Nesearch low-maintenance alternatives.

Decide which areas FEEllly need grass.
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. Keaf_lawud:apessimple
. Replace unused grass with practical spaces
. se ground-cover planting where annr‘nnmatp
. Congsider wildflower areas.
B Uesign lawns Tor easy mowing.
[ Five Don'ts
. Don't create_awkward mowin pdgpq
] Don't l(gg_pigwn_gi_mp,l%gu_t_gf_h_ahif
] Don't mgkg_uamw_g_pau er'ipq
= Don'tignore-how-you-actually-use-the space.
s [on't overcomplicate-the layout
M
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barden [o-Do List

[1 |dentify high-maintenance plants

[l Replace struuuimn plants gradually

1 Ernun similar nlants tDDE’[FIEF

[1 Choose plants suited to your sl

rive Un's

. Flant the right plant in the right place.

. Lhoose slow-growing varieties.
. Repeat plants in groups.
- ~elect disease-resistant species.
. Think about mature size.
OFiveDon'ts _
. Uon't buy plants on appearance alone.
. Uon't overcrowd Dorders.
. Don't Iqnore growing conditions.
. Uon't choose plants that need constant pruning.
. Uon't mix too many dirrerent species.
. Uon't ignore soil healtn.
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4. Spend Less Time Weeding

[arden To-Do List

U ldentity naturally wet borders.

Ll Kesearch moisture-loving plants.

Ll broup plants with similar needs.

Ll keplace strugaling plants.

Ll Add seasonal interest with suitable Species.
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Mulch every year.

Keep borders densely planted.

s|m| o O

Improve the soil

=——tneourage fealthy plant growth—————————————————

OfiveDon'ts : :
. Jon T leave bare soil Exposed.
. Uont rely only on weed killers.
. Uun t IgNOTE INVasIVEe weeds.
. Do 't disturb the soil unnecessarily.
. Jon't allow weeds fo seed.
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0. Stop Borders Taking Over

barden lo-Uo List

Ll Lheck mature plant sizes.

Ll kemove overcrowded plants.

| Uivide oversized perennials.

[ Simplify planting combinations,

| Create clearer planting groups.

Five Uo's

. Lhoose manageable plants.
i Allow room for growth.

. Mix ditterent heights.

o Plan seasonal interest.

Maintain qimplp p|nn’ring schemes

Five Don'ts

Dan't pave every available space.

U[II'I t IQnore arainage DEﬂEﬂth patios.

Don't allow runoff towards buildings.

Don't use impermeable materials unnecessarily.

|l m| = = oD

Uon't rorget maintenance.
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B. Make Autumn Easier

barden lo-Uo List

L
| [dentity where |eaves collect, \\%
| ;heck tree [ocations, ~
| Install qutter guards if required. O’;I/A p %/r
Make paths easy to sweep. =< =
| Plan future tree planting carefully. o~ Z
fFive Do's
. Fusmun frees tnuugntrully
. Keep drainage clear.
. lIse gravel beneath deciduous frees.
. Choose suitable SPECIES.
. Prepare before autumn arrives.
[l Five Don'ts

—;Mplani_lacﬁg_u:eeumpatius.
[ Don'taanore blocked qutters
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7. Create Clean Edges

n ] T | m T
adraen ro-uo LIst

Hdentify suitabte drainage routes.

L I(ESE‘.EFEH drainage opuans.
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fHEnsure water-drains SEITEIy

Five Do's

Define spaces clearly.

Keep mowing simple.

Use quality materials.

wl o o 8|1

Maintain crisp edges.

N
. Match edging to your design. A
—— 1

Five Don'ts

on t Ieave underned borders.

.‘IJHI USE LUNSUILADIE MdLET|dIS.

.‘UII t allgw gl assto I lj!l:lL.
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8. Imprave Your Soil

[ harden To-Da tist—
U Add compost to borders.
(I Mulch around plants. \
[est your soil, \
Reduce compaction N\ 1
nc
S o £~ 4
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rive Uo's

. Improve soil every year

. Add organic matter.

U rive Uon'ts

. Uon't nealect soil health

Uon't nv;r'-rlig III'IHPI"FQQFII"iI\’I

s [op'tleave soil bare.
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9. Choose Materials That Last

i IJEIFI]EI'I I[I UI] LIS[

i II'IS|JEEI |JE|VII'IQ Elﬂl] l]EEKII'Ig
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I(EDIHEE [IEIITIEI E[] Matertdis.

i KESEE]PEI’I duratle EII[EPI'IE[IVES

i I"IEIH fotore upgraues

fChoose quamy over SHort-term SEIVIHQS

rive Uo's

Invest in long-lasting materials.

Lhoose low-maintenance finishes.

Lonsider lite-cycle costs.

Match materials to your garden style.

a|n|e| e e

Frioritise durability.

[ Five Don'ts

. Don't |1||v n||r'|=|v Dn_price

s Oon't i mnnr'p m:unh:nnnr'p rpnlllrpmpn’rq

. Dan't mix tog many materials.

L] : WA tion.
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[ Oan't fnr'gn’r |nng-’rnr'm value
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|0. Let Technology Do Some of the Work

Garden To-Do List

I'I CIBdSE I'I|FIFI1'II'|ﬂ dreds
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[ Consider future climate conditions

[ mprove water q’rnragp =
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U Five Jo's

se technology wisely.

ave water

educe repetitive work.

1PrOve E EIEI'IEV

Dan for future maintenance

F-L:
tFive Don'ts

— | Domtamtomatepoordesign.
. o't waste water: .
. Jon 't ignore maintenance of equipment.
. Jom t by UNNECessary gadgets.

. Oon't rely entirely on technology.




II. Think About Every Season

n Te N Lot
uEI‘d‘EH ro=po-List
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Five Do's

Plant for every season.

LSE BVErgreen structure. \

Add winter interest.

Mix textures.

el ol m| m| D

[nink fong term.

(I Five Don'ts

Uon't focus only on Summer.

Uon't rely on Dedaing plants alone.

Uon't ignore Ttoliage.

Uon't torget winter structure.

Uon't continually replace planting.




|2. Good Design Makes All the Difference

f-Garden fo-Bortist

IUEI'IIITy UNNECESSAry I'HEIII'IIEHEIHEE

OIMPITY COMpliCated areas.
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[ Create a realistic maintenance routine.

L Five Uo's

Uesign around your litestyle.

Keep ayouts practical,

nvest in thoughtful design.

a
[ ]
. an before makh% changes.
a
[ ]

reate a garden you'll enjoy.

[ Five Don'ts

Don't copy other gardens ithout adapting them.

Don t overcomplicate the design.
Don't ignore how the garden will mature.,

o0t create unnecessary work

on't forget that good design saves time
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Your Garden Action Plan

Before making any changes, work through this checklist.

Planning

roblems;

Photograph areas you'd fike to improve.

0 Decide which jobs you'd most like fo reduce.

|l Measure lawns and borders.

Ll Set a realistic improvement budget.
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Reduce unnecessary lawn. )
|" nnon In\unn rnnirﬂ'nnnnnn nlﬂnl'inn u ‘
adiiaguou 1avvol nranietoiranio s |JII.IIII.IIIH R )
Imprave-edging-and-pathways A N
Q ] | il \ : \\
Jetect-durabte materiats:

llmp!ementatiun
Implementation
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LI NEED borders TLIII and HEE [I'Iy

[0 Review your garden Each season and make small IMProvements

OVEr TIme.

A low-maintenance garden doesn't mean compromising on beauty—it means designing smarter. By simplifying the layout,

choosing the right plants, improving your soil and using durable materials, you can create an outdoor space that's both practical

|and inspiring. At Tria Prima Design, we believe gardens should fit around your lifestyle, giving you mare time to relax and enjoy

our outdoor space rather than spending every weekend maintaining it.




